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I am writing to ask for your support in the Witham South Ward By-Election, to be 
held on Thursday 7th December. 
 
If you have a postal vote, you should be receiving your ballot papers on or around 
Saturday 18th November. 
 

I have lived in Witham South Ward for many years and am strongly in support of protecting 
our local environment and improving road safety, including working to prevent dangerous 
parking on the estates. For 8 years I was a member of Witham Town Council and served as 
Chairman of the Environment Committee. I would very much like to work on the Town 
Council again to represent residents in South Ward. 
 

The town’s green spaces and environment are very important to me, as I know 
they are to many residents. We must make sure that the River Walk is protected and 
looked after, that our open spaces are not built over and that we continue to enhance the 
town with tree planting and improved paths and cycleways. In residential areas we need 
20mph zones to slow traffic and measures to improve safety for pedestrians. I am strongly 
in support of action against those who drive at speed on the estates, putting lives at risk. 
 

If elected, I will press Essex Highways to do a better job of repairing potholes and damaged 
paths. Dangerous defects are often left for far too long. 
  
Our town centre needs investment to attract more retail shops on to the high street. It is 
good to see that the precinct is currently being given a make-over with new tree planting as 
well. But I do not support the proposed Lidl supermarket on the old Bramston sports centre 
site. That brownfield land would be better suited to well-designed local housing. Another 
supermarket there will add a lot of traffic on to Bridge Street and the nearby junctions. 
 

I support keeping our fire station on its current "Centre of 
Witham" site where it has been for decades in Hatfield 
Road. Having a town centre site with good access to local 
roads in several directions means that fire engines can get 
to incidents as quickly as possible. It has been suggested 
that the fire station could be put on the edge of Witham 
or even the A12 – I believe that would be a mistake.    
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  Steve Hicks is your Green candidate 
Vote Green  

on Thursday 7th December 2017 
   

  

 



The Greens in the Witham area can win and have had local councillors for many 
years. Witham Northern county division, which includes about half of the town, 
has been served by Green County Councillor James Abbott since May 2013. 
 
What future for Witham ? 
 
Witham like many towns in Essex faces development pressures, but many people 
rightly ask – can transport infrastructure and services cope ? The Conservative 
Government is forcing councils in Essex to take much higher housing numbers but there is 
no guarantee that health, transport and other services will be expanded to match. Witham 
is being expected to take several thousand more houses in the next 15 years. We do need 
some new housing, but at a level the town can cope with and with the right mix. 
 
Green councillors are campaigning for Witham to have its own Community 
Hospital – just as Braintree, Maldon and Halstead do. If Witham is to expand, then it is 
vital that health services are improved, otherwise pressure on GPs will just increase further. 
 

The Conservatives describe changes to local public services as “reconfiguration” and even 
say it does not matter that Witham Police station has been closed. 
Greens say it does matter. There is an urgent need to restore local community 
policing to support Witham so that residents feel safer and crime is prevented. 
 

Children’s Centres are also under pressure. During my previous term as a Town Councillor I 
worked with fellow councillors to successfully campaign for a Childrens Centre at the Powers 
Hall School site.  
 

I hope you will support me at the By-Election. 
                                                                                 
           Yours sincerely            Steve Hicks                
________________________________________ 

  
Our 5 key Green pledges for Witham  

 

✓  Improving local community and health facilities 
✓  Continuing to oppose excessive development on countryside areas around the town 
✓  Better transport - more capacity on the railways and safety upgrades to the A12 
✓  Investing in the green economy - more recycling, solar energy and local manufacturing 
✓  Restoring faith in politics - honesty, openness and reducing excessive councillor allowances 

 
Open Government 

 
 At County Hall Green Councillors successfully challenged the ruling Tories and have achieved: 
 

➢ An end to so-called “free” meals – which were actually meals taken at taxpayer expense by County 
Councillors some of whom were already on sky-high allowances; 

➢ All main meetings now have a public question time. 
 
Green Councillors have also made sure that important information held by councils is out in the open. Greens 
uncovered that the County Council took over £11 million from selling land to developers at the Maltings 
Lane estate, but did not re-invest that money in Witham. Witham let down again ! 
       

If you would like to support Steve’s campaign, please contact us: 
 

telephone:  01376 584576         e-mail:  withamgreens@greenparty.org.uk 

   

 


